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and concepts, that true judgments respecting complex per
cepts and concepts are reached. That things -which are
equal to the same thing are equal to one another, ^s a fact
which can be known by direct comparison of actual or
ideal relations, and can be known in no other way: the
proposition is one of which the negation is inconceivable,
and is rightly asserted on that warrant. But that the
square of the hypothenuse of a right-angled triangle equals
the sum of the squares of the other two sides, cannot be
known immediately by comparison of two states of con-
sciousness. Here the truth can be reached only mediately,
through a series of simple judgments respecting the like-
nesses or unlikenesses of certain relations: each of which
judgments is essentially of the same kind as that by which
the above axiom is known, and has the same warrant.
Thus it becomes apparent that the fallacious result of the
test of necessity which Mr. Mill instances, is due to a mis-
application of the test.

These preliminary explanations have served to make
clear the question at issue. Let us now pass to the essence
of it.

Metaphysical reasoning is usually vitiated by some
covert petitio principii. Either the thing to be proved or
the thing to be disproved, is tacitly assumed to be true in
the course of the proof or disproof. It is thus with the
argument of Idealism. Though the conclusion reached is
that Mind and Ideas are the only existences ; yet the steps
by which this conclusion is reached, take for granted that
external objects have just the kind of independent ex-
istence which is eventually denied. If that extension
which the Idealist contends is merely an affection of con*
sdousness, has nothing out of consciousness answering to
it; then, in each of his propositions concerning extension,
the word should always mean an aifection of conscious